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THE GREENLAWN BUGLE    

 

 Greenlawn Post 1244 

Fall 2024 

As the end of the year approaches, we realize that 

another year of the Boy’s & Girl’s State programs are 

coming to an end and a new one is about to begin.   

The process is started each year in the late fall by 

reaching out to the high schools to give us a list of their 

top students as potential delegates. We also have 

individual students approach us expressing their interest 

in attending the programs. We then interview all of the 

interested students to make our selections for the 

upcoming class. Then we move forward step by step 

until the delegates that have attended the current year’s 

class come to our August Post meeting to give 

presentations on their experience.  

Boy’s State and Girl’s State were begun in the 

mid1930’s, when two American Legion members from 

Illinois noticed that the Soviet Union was setting up 

“Youth Pioneer Camps” around the United States. 

promoting communism. They determined that if we 

wanted to keep our democratic republic form of 

government, young people must get the opportunity to 

learn how government is supposed to function.   

Over the years, they became nationwide programs. 

Then, Boy’s Nation and Girl’s Nation were created 

This year, about 900 delegates from the 62 New York 

(Continued on page 2) 

Boys and Girls State Night 

Seated are our 2024 Boys State and Girls State delegates attending our August 14 meeting. 
In the back row are L-R Suffolk County Legislator Tom Donnelly, Huntington Town Councilman Dr. David 
Bennardo, Suffolk County Legislator Rebecca Sanin, Brendan Black (for Assemblyman Keith Brown) Suffolk 
County Legislator Stephanie Bontempi, Former State Supreme Court Justice Jerry Asher, NY State Assemblyman 
Steve Stern and Huntington Town Clerk Andrew Raia 
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counties participated in the New York Boy’s & Girl’s 

State programs.  Of this total, over 100 or almost 12% of 

them came from Suffolk County alone.  Delegates from 

Post 1244 accounted for about 17% of the county total. 

This was our 16th year working with the program.   

After starting with two delegates each during the first 

couple of years, we have been able to expand the 

program, and have now selected a total of about 225 

delegates to participate in Boy’s & Girl’s State.  Without 

the help, support and generosity of our community 

leaders and local businesses we would not have been 

able to send this many delegates over the years.   

 For the past few years, New York State 
Assemblyman Steve Stern has been able to get us a $10k 
grant which has been very beneficial to the program. 
 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

New York State Assemblyman Steve Stern presenting Charlie Armstrong with 
a check representing a  $10,000 grant to our Boys and Girls State program. 

Charlie Armstrong 
Chairman, Post 1244 Boys and 

Girls State 

St.  Joseph Council #4810 Knights of Columbus 
631-754-9488 Rentals / Membership 

Our newly refurbished hall is available for all your special occasions.  
Call now and reserve! 631-754-9488 
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Scenes From Our Fall Cookout 
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This month we begin our annual Toy Drive 

collection in memory of our late member Mark 

Gajewski. 

 We will again seek to provide a glimmer of joy in 

the eyes of the children of local veterans who will 

otherwise have very little to celebrate. 

       In cooperation with Angels for Warriors, we are 

collecting new, unwrapped toys for children of all age 

groups as well as gift cards for the families to provide 

food, clothing and comfort this holiday season. 

 Monetary donations are always welcome and can be 

sent payable to American Legion Post 1244 PO Box 

238, Greenlawn NY 11740  

 If you would like to purchase toys for the kids, 

please contact us and we will arrange a pick up or drop 

off for your gifts.  We will accept donations of toys at 

the next post meeting.   

Email DAM9245@optonline.net or call Dennis at 516-

523-9391.  

This is our only annual fundraiser for the Post. It makes it possible for us to 

keep our programs benefitting our veterans, their families and the youth of 

community up and running.  

Please remember that every ticket purchased counts. For less than the cost of 

your morning Starbucks, you can make a difference. 

First Prize is a 58” Class F30 LED 4K Smart Fire TV that will provide many years of Ultra High Definition 

entertainment!  

Don’t miss out! Limited tickets are still available. Enter now to win! 

For tickets or more information call 516-458-7881 or email post1244@verizon.net 

Post 1244 Veterans Day Raffle 

Mark Gajewsy Toy Drive 

Each year Oldfield Middle School in Greenlawn invites our 

veterans to speak to the eighth grade classes, during the week of 

Veterans Day, about their experiences in the military and later, as 

veterans after our military service was over.  

The Veterans in the Classroom program is intended to involve 

the members of our post in the academic curriculum. American 

history is something we all share, and there is no one better to help 

tell that story than someone who's had a great part in shaping it. 

Giving veterans the opportunities to share their experiences with 

our kids would go a long way towards helping to keep their 

memory—and our history—alive.  

Members who are interested in participating are urged to contact Post Adjutant Ed Hayde at 516-455-8714. 

Veterans In The Classroom 
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Veterans Day 2024 

 

 

William D. Conklin. July 25, 2024 

Their sense of duty continues to preserve our past, 
safeguard our present, and sustain our future.  

A Final Salute 

Donald J. Farinacci. September 30, 2024 

In commemoration of Veterans Day 2024, 

American Legion Greenlawn Post 1244 will conduct 

its annual Veterans Day Observance at 11:00 am on 

Monday, November 11th, at Greenlawn Memorial 

Park, at the corner of Pulaski Rd. and Broadway in 

Greenlawn.  

The ceremony, which has been conducted annually 

for many years by the Greenlawn Post, will be 

attended by many veterans, government officials and 

members of the public. 

This is the only Veterans Day ceremony in the 

Town of Huntington to take place on the actual date of 

Veterans Day. 

All members, veterans and the public are invited to 

participate in this ceremony which is dedicated to 

honor all Veterans, past and present. 
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SailAhead's eighth annual event with the Centerport 

Yacht Club was held with overwhelming participation 

and deep significance, honoring veterans and providing 

a healing day on the water. Nearly 40 boats, along with 

two helicopters, filled Long Island Sound to 

commemorate the lives and sacrifices of veterans, as 

well as to promote mental health awareness. Over 140 

veterans and their guests attended this year, including 20 

homeless veterans, cadets from the U.S. Merchant 

Marine Academy (USMMA), and a U.S. Marine Corps 

Color Guard. 

A key focus of the event was 

honoring U.S. Army Ranger SPC 

Ryan James Day, who tragically died 

by suicide at 21 years old while 

stationed in Washington State. His 

father, Jim Day, gave an emotional 

speech, paying tribute to his son’s life 

and sharing the impact of mental 

health challenges on military families. 

Also remembered was USMC Lance 

Corporal Michael Blanco, whose 

memory was honored by the 

American Legion Riders under the 

leadership of his father, Bruce Blanco. 

Like Ryan Day, Michael lost his life 

to suicide, at the tender age of 18. 

Thanks to the partnership and 

support of organizations like Greenlawn American 

Legion Post 1244, Northport American Legion Post 694, 

the Northport VA, and the United War Veterans 

Council, this event continues to impact, and even save 

lives, as US Army Ranger Ron O’Ferral admitted it did 

two years ago. The day’s festivities were marked by 

perfect wind conditions, allowing all boats to sail 

beautifully, creating an energizing experience for both 

seasoned and novice sailors alike. 

Special recognition was given to the Centerport 

Yacht Club and its skippers, whose leadership and 

generosity made the event possible, as well as to the 

Northport Yacht Club for their participation and support. 

It was a collective effort by both clubs, and others, that 

brought joy and peace to the veterans, many of whom 

had never been on a boat before. 

We extend heartfelt gratitude to everyone involved, 

especially the American Legion Riders, the skippers, and 

our incredible veterans. This event reminds us all of the 

power of community and the importance of coming 

together to support those who have served. SailAhead 

looks forward to continuing this tradition and honoring 

our heroes in the years to come. 

  

  

 

Sean Duclay 
President, Co-Founder 
Mobile: (631)662-9132 

SailAhead Summer Veterans Sailing 

Why Your Membership Matters 
The American Legion stands as a beacon of inclusivity and camaraderie, offering a welcoming embrace to 
veterans and their families from all walks of life. Serving as more than just a gathering place, it fosters a 
sense of belonging and understanding within the veteran community, transcending differences, and uniting 
individuals under a shared bond of service. Legionnaires and their family members can also be eligible for a 
myriad of financial grants during times of financial hardship, natural disasters, or even for educational 
scholarships.  
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American Legion Riders 

September has come to an end with Fall officially upon us  

 The Riders have made Post 1244 proud. In July, Eatons Neck has their July 4th parade which is 

always fun, just ask Billy. The guys enjoy just riding down the road with the kids.  

 Riders took a ride into L.I. City to visit our Veterans and bring many supplies from Operation 

Enduring Care. Spending time with these men and women puts a smile on so many faces. The 

pizza and heroes were pretty good also.  

 SailAhead is always a special day, with many from the Post attending as well as meeting new friends. We spent 

a few hours on the water and then returned to an incredible BBQ.  

 Let us never forget a few of the members we have lost in just the past few years since SailAhead had the first 

sailing at the Centerport Yacht Club. I think I just like saying that since this is the only time I am at any yacht club!  

 Enjoy the rest of the nice weather, we had a pretty good summer. I hope not to see snow for a long time.  

Remember it is never too late to join the American Legion Riders. We can use you. 

   The 22 PTSD Awareness Challenge is a 22-mile cross-sound kayak event. The event starts in Bridgeport, CT, 

and ends in Port Jefferson, NY. The goal is to bring together 

veteran-related non-profits. This event will help them raise 

money and promote their services to as many veterans as 

possible.  

 After the challenge, there was free food and family fun. This 

year, three veterans represented our post in the kayak challenge 

across Long Island Sound. Two of our American Legion Riders 

and Past Post Commander Donna Boyle. 

 The challenge started in Bridgeport, Connecticut going 22 

miles across the sound to Port Jefferson. Our two Riders took a 

dip into the Sound when their kayak tipped over. I will not 

mention their names, but George Barbaro and Vice Commander Steve Scinta were almost dry when they arrived in 

Port Jefferson. Past Commander Boyle did a little better. She caught the wind behind her and sailed across. 

 When all the veterans came ashore and recovered their land legs, there was a ceremony to remember all those 

we had lost to suicide. We must never forget these men and women. The day came to an end in Port Jefferson with 

a nice BBQ and a live band playing.   

          

Wishing you all good 
health and happiness 

 
Bruce Blanco 

President 
American Legion Riders 

Greenlawn Post 1244 

Our Post 1244 American Legion Riders paying respects at the 2024 
Town of Huntington 9/11 Ceremony 

Riders George Barbaro (L) and Steve Scinta (R) 
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TO ASK VETERANS IN YOUR LIFE HOW THEY ARE DOING 

 

TO LISTEN WHEN A VETERAN NEEDS TO TALK 

 

TO REACH OUT WHEN A VETERAN IS STRUGGLING 

 
 
 
 

 Vice Commander’s Message 

 

Welcome to the newest member of Post 1244 

Robert S. Madden II 

Greetings, fellow Legion-

naires.  

September is an interesting 

month. Labor Day signifies 

the end of summer, school is 

back in session, and we 

commemorate 9-11 which 

brings out many different 

memories and feelings for 

people. September is also Suicide awareness month, and 

September 20 is POW MIA day.  

 On August 30, three post members, Past Commander 

Donna Boyle, Legion Rider George Barbaro and myself 

participated in the 22 PTSD Awareness Challenge, a sui-

cide awareness kayak trip across Long Island Sound.  

Leading into 9-11 there was a Town of Huntington 

ceremony, and a Town of Oyster Bay ceremony. On 

September 11, Rolling Thunder member Billy Byrne 

made a motorcycle journey from Montauk Point at sun-

rise, to Ground Zero, (the World Trade Center site) to 

Shanksville PA to the Pentagon and back to Ground Ze-

ro in one day. I was proud to ride with a group at 

3:30am, to Montauk point to see him off. Then it was 

back to Huntington to meet with the Post 1244 Riders 

for an escort of Mary Walker to the Huntington Manor 

FD Ceremony. At 8:46 am there was the 343 soundings 

of the bell in honor of the NYC firefighters who per-

ished on 9-11. Mary is the widow of the late Herb Walk-

er, Legion Rider, who succumbed to illness caused by 

exposure as he worked at Ground Zero in the days after 

the attack.   

I attended the Town of Babylon ceremony at Cedar 

Beach at 6 pm with several riders and lastly the 8pm 

candlelight ceremony at the fire department in my 

hometown of East Northport. Dog tag’s, one for every 

soldier that died in the war on terrorism are on a display, 

It is a must see. 

 On September 20, the Town of Babylon conducts 

its annual POW / MIA ceremony at Town Hall. Several 

Riders represented Post 1244 at that event.  

 There’s many other events we participated in. We 

would like to see some more post members at these 

events in the future. Looking forward to a great Fall! 

Best to all, 

Stephen Scinta 

Stephen Scinta 
Vice Commander Greenlawn Post 1244  
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Commander’s Call 

Greetings Brothers 

and Sisters, 

Here’s a thought: 

“Why did we join The 

American Legion?”   

Now, I know I can't 

answer for everybody, 

but as for myself, I 

believe the answer is 

simple. We joined 

because vets are 

drawn to vets. We understand each other even though 

we served at different times and different places we still 

shared the same lifestyle. You could say we talked the 

talk and walked the walk. 

People who have never served thank us for our 

service, but they truly do not know what we have done 

for our country: the sacrifices we have made for them 

and the sacrifices our families have made for them. 

That’s why I am a member of Post 1244. I believe in 

the motto “Vets Helping Vets – It’s What We Do.” We 

should help each other because we understand each 

other. 

There’s another motto: “Be the One.” Simply put, be 

the one to “ask” veterans in your life how they are 

doing, “listen” when a veteran needs to talk, and “reach 

out” when a veteran is struggling. These three things are 

printed on the back of your membership card. If you 

want to learn more about “Be the One” you can take an 

online course from the American Legion at https://

www.legion/org/betheone/training. 

Speaking of membership cards, have you paid your 

dues yet? Well, if not, please do it soon. Last 

membership year we were able to make 100% of our 

goal at the last possible minute of the deadline date. 

Let’s not wait that long this year. Our current 

membership year began this past July. Please send in 

your dues. Don’t wait. Let’s get it done. 

That’s all for now, so stay well and enjoy the 

upcoming holidays. 

Carlo Giordano 

Post Commander 
631-487-4776 
msgtlegion@gmail.com 

 

One of the most important and 

prestigious duties a Legionnaire can 

perform for his or her post is to be a 

member of the Post Color Guard. 

The color guard is central to all the 

major ceremonies and events of the post 

and is also our link to the community we 

serve. 

It represents our organization and our 

members at numerous community events. 

Color guards pay tribute to the nation’s 

colors and the loyalty and hard work of 

our service members.  

We are looking for a few members 

willing to participate as members of our 

color guard, either as a regular member or 

to be available to be a replacement 

member when needed. 

If you are interested in learning more,, 

please contact Post Commander Carlo Giordano at 631-487-4776 or msgtlegion@Gmail.com. 

Post 1244 Color Guards at Walt Whitman H.S. Commencement 

Our Post 1244 Color Guard 
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Thank You Sponsors! 
The Greenlawn Bugle is made possible by its many sponsors.  

When you see a sponsor, please be sure to let them know  
how much we appreciate their support! 

The Greenlawn Bugle: Editor, Publisher Bob Santo 

  Contributing Writers: Charlie Armstrong, Bruce Blanco, Sean Duclay,  

Carlo Giordano, Bob Santo, Steve Scinta,  

 Photos by: Charlie Armstrong, Sean Duclay, Steve Scinta, Bob Santo 

Copy Editor Madelaine Santo 

Advertising Manager: Walter Rabe 

THE GREENLAWN BUGLE    

Greenlawn Bugle Ideas Welcome 

 
Do you have an idea for 
our newsletter? 
 
Please contact Bob 
Santo at: 
post1244@verizon.net 
or 516-458-7881 
 
To subscribe to our weekly 

email: ” Veterans News” Contact Bob at the 
email above. Keep up with what is going on at 
your post. 

 

January 2 - February 1. Half Hollow Hills, Dix Hills 
 

February 1 - March 1. Half Hollow Hills, Melville 
 

March 1 - April 1. Northport 
 

April 1 - May 1. East Northport   
 

May 1 - July 1. South Huntington 
 

July 1 - Aug 1. Huntington - Huntington Station Branch 
 

Aug 1 - Sept 3. Huntington  
 

Sept 3 - Oct 1. Harborfields  
 

Elwood . Oct 1 - Nov 1 
 

Commack - Nov 1 - Dec 2 
 

Cold Spring Harbor -Dec 2 - Jan 2 

We are looking for donations of appropriate 

books to fill the bookshelves in the waiting 

rooms at the Northport VA Medical Center.  

Hardback books or paperbacks in good 

condition are preferred. No magazines. 

We can also use puzzles/board games and 

DVD’s. 

Contact Sean Delle 631-208-7004.  

Members please bring your books to our next 

monthly meeting, or call Sean to arrange a 

pickup if you cannot attend.  

Book Drive for Northport VA 
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     Our Sponsors 

 

 100 Main Street 
Huntington, NY 11743 

(631) 351-3173 
jcergol@huntingtonny.gov 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Salvatore Ferro 
Councilman 

Town of Huntington 

100 Main Street 
Huntington, NY 11743 

631-351-3175 

 
 
 
 
 

 

100 Main Street 
Huntington, NY 11743 

(631) 351-3172  

Dr. Dave Bennardo 
Councilman 

Town of Huntington 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
DEDICATION AND YOUR 

SERVICE 

 
 

 
 

We join you in support of Our Troops. 
We thank them for their dedicated service  

and sacrifice for our Country. 

Thank You For Your Service 

 
 

TO OUR VETERANS 
& THEIR FAMILIES 

(631) 351-3173 
Tmari@Huntingtonny.gov 

Thank you 

Councilwoman 
Theresa Mari 

Town of Huntington 

Thank you for your 
service to our great 
nation and for the  
sacrifices you and your 
family make to protect 
our freedom.   
 
Councilwoman Brooke A. 

Lupinacci 

Town of Huntington 
631-351-3174 
BLupinacci@huntingtonny.gov 

 Andre Sorrentino 
Superintendent of Highways 

Town of Huntington 

Huntington Highway Department 
30 Rofay Drive 

Huntington NY 11743 

Cell: 516-356-7272 
Email: 
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 Our Sponsors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

           
 

 

           
 

95 Broad Hollow Road 
Suite 100 

Melville, NY 11747 
631-271-8025 

Steve Stern                              
Member of Assembly       

10th District 
Suffolk County 

sterns@nyassembly.gov 

           
 
 

 

 

Suffolk County Legislator 
Stephanie Bontempi 
18th Legislative District 
 
 
 
 

224 Wall Street, Suite 303 
Huntington, NY 11743 

631-854-4500 

Thank you for your service! 

Stephanie.Bontempi@suffolkcountyny.gov 

 

 

Compliments of  

The Flatley Family 

6080 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 307  
Commack, New York, 11725  

Phone: (631) 854-5100  

Rebecca Sanin 
SUFFOLK COUNTY 

LEGISLATOR   

16th Legislative District  

Rebecca.Sanin@suffolkcountyny.gov 

        Keith Brown 
  Member of Assembly 
          12th District 
        Suffolk County 

6080 Jericho Tpke. 
Commack, NY 11725 

631-261-4151 
Fax 631-261-2992 

brownk@nyassembly.gov 

ROBERT E. BRUEGGEMANN 
FOUNDER (1923-2003) 

DOUGLAS R. BRUEGGEMANN 
LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

DIANNA M. BRUEGGEMANN-LOBUE 
LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

CRAIG A. DEMAIO 
LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

PAUL F. PAPA 
LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

JOSEPH MARANDO 
LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

MICHAEL J. HODDINOT 
LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

522 LARKFIELD ROAD - EAST NORTHPORT 
(631) 368-1235    WWW.BRUEGGEMANNFH.COM 

We are grateful for your service. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:Stephanie.Bontempi@suffolkcountyny.gov
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Huntington Tri Village 
LITTLE LEAGUE / SENIOR LEAGUE 

SERVING THE 
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 

 
AGES 5 TO 18 

 
 
 

(631) 925-6104 

“WE ARE PROUD 

TO SUPPORT 

OUR  

AMERICAN HEROES” 
 
 

 
 

 

41 Commack Road Commack, NY 11725 
Phone: 631-499-8600 

Thomas Rose, Vice President,  
Branch Manager 

 
775 Pulaski Rd Greenlawn, NY 11740   

Phone:  631-757-6100    
Maria Selvaggio, Assistant Treasurer,  

Branch Manager       
 

167 Walt Whitman Rd  Huntington Station,  
NY 11746 

Phone: 631-547-5370 
Kathleen Benoit, Vice President 

Branch Manager 

 Our Sponsors 

 
  

 

Fresh Pond Crematory 
61-40 Mount Olivet Crescent 

Middle Village, NY 11379 
718-821-9700 

www.freshpondcrematory.com 

Cremation Chapel Services     Columbarium Niches 
 Memorial Urns                        Pre-need Memorials 

 
Call our Expert Memorial Counselors For Details 

Serving the community since 1884 

J.P. Di Troia President 

UNITED STATES COLUMBARIUM CO. 

 

 

http://www.freshpondcrematory.com/
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The Officers and Members of  
Greenlawn Volunteer Fire Department Support  

American Legion Greenlawn Post 1244 

 

                       

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

444 Elwood Rd., East Northport, NY 11731 
631-368-8022 

Our Sponsors 

 

Five Laurel Avenue  
Northport, NY 11768 

(631)754-2400 
www.nolanfh.com 

Steven Macagnone 
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson 

 

 
1772 East Jericho Tpke 
Huntington, NY 11743 

O 631.499.9191 
M 516.816.5238 

Steven.Macagnone@elliman.com 
www.elliman.com 

 
 

Member of  American Legion Riders  
Post 1244 

NOLAN  
FUNERAL HOME 

Est. 1948 

 


